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Misumena nepenthicola (currently Hemiksenia nepenthicola; 

Arachnida, Araneae, thomisidae): proposed attribution of authorship 
to Pocock (1898) 
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Abstract. The purpose of this application, under Articles 12 and 50.1 of the Code, is 
to validate the commonly used, but incorrect, attribution of the synonym Misumena 
nepenthicola (currently Henriksenia nepenthicola) to Pocock (1898). This name of a 
nepenthicolous thomisid spider from Borneo was unavailable from the original paper 
by Pocock (1898). It is threatened by the available but not widely used name 
Misiinienops nepenthicola Bristowe, 1930 and by its primary homonym Misiimenops 
nepenthicola Page, 1928, used for a different spider species from Singapore. It is 
proposed that the attribution of the name to Pocock (1898) is validated. 

Keywords. Nomenclature; taxonomy; Arachnida; Araneae; misumenini; Misumena; 
Misiimenops; Henriksenia; Henriksenia nepenthicola; Borneo; Singapore; crab spiders; 
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1. Pocock (1898, p. 274) introduced the name Misumena nepenthicola for a 
thomisid spider living in pitchers of some Nepenthes species from Borneo (currently 
Sabah, Malaysia). He indicated its locality (Labuan Island off the northwest coast of 
Borneo) and microhabitat (pitchers of some species of Nepenthes), but did not 
provide any description, rendering this name unavailable (Article 12). 

2. Page (1928, p. 13) 'described’ a nepenthicolous spider from Singapore and 
identified it as Misiimenops nepenthicola in the belief that it was conspecific with 
Misumena nepenthicola Pocock, 1898. 1 have studied the syntypes of Misiimenops 
nepenthicola Page (1928) at the Museunf National d’Histoire Naturelle, Paris, along 
with recently collected material of the nepenthicolous misumenini species from 
Singapore and compared those with the syntypes of Misumena nepenthicola Pocock, 
1898 from Borneo (Labuan). This comparison revealed that these are two different 
species. Besides, the comparison of nepenthicolous species of the tribe misumenini 
from various areas has shown that there are at least five species commonly identified 
as ‘Misiimenops nepenthicola'’ (Lehtinen, in preparation). 

3. Bristowe (1930, pp. 345-346) described Misiimenops nepenthicola based on 
material from Borneo, at least partly based on the syntypes of Misumena nepenthicola 
Pocock, 1 898 from Labuan attributing the species to Pocock. He noted that Pocock 
(1898) did not provide any description for Misumena nepenthicola and published a 
description and drawings of the female habitus and sketches of the female and male 
copulatory organs of this species. 
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4. One male, one female and a badly broken subadult female of a nepenthicolous 
thomisid spider from Labuan collected by A.H. Everett are housed in the Natural 
History Museum, London, and are preserved in a vial labelled TYPE’ and numbered 
BM 1894.6.27.2.5. These three syntypes of Misiimena nepenthicola Pocock, 1898 are 
also syntypes of Misumenops nepenthicola Bristowe, 1930, as they agree with 
Bristowe’s (1930) drawings. The locality Labuan was not mentioned in the descrip- 
tion by Bristowe (1930), but the island of Labuan was administratively part of 
Borneo in Bristowe’s time and now of the Malaysian state Sabah. The only male in 
this vial is herein designated as the lectotype of Misimiena nepenthicola Pocock, 1 898 
and Bristowe, 1930. 

5. Misumenops nepenthicola Page, 1928 (p. 13) is a valid name for a nepenthicolous 
spider from Singapore currently assigned to the genus Henriksenia Lehtinen, 2004, 
while the name Misumenops nepenthicola Bristowe, 1930 is its junior homonym. The 
nomenclatural problems of this species remained unnoticed by most taxonomists who 
persistently used the name Misumenops nepenthicola Pocock, 1898 for several species 
of MisuMENiNi from Southeast Asia. The name appears in all major lists, textbooks 
and catalogues (e.g. Berland, 1932; Baum, 1938; Roewer, 1954; Bonnet, 1957; 
Platnick, 2006). The binomen Misumenops nepenthicola has been much used in 
ecological and in some other non-taxonomic publications, sometimes attributed to 
Pocock but most commonly without any author’s name, possibly in the belief that 
there was only one species of nepenthicolous Misumenini spider. Page (1926), Mohr 
(1931, 1932), Bristowe (1931), Studnicka (1984), Moran (1993), Boulay (1997), 
Hartmeyer (1998), Soeseno (1998), Koh (2000) and Stanford (2003) used this name 
in a study of complex ecosystems inside Nepenthes pitchers. This name has also been 
used in papers on theoretical biology (e.g. Luczkovich et al., 2003). The application 
of the provisions of the Code would seriously disturb stability and cause confusion 
in the taxonomy of thomisid spiders. Stability would be best served by the validation 
of the attribution of Misiimena nepenthicola to Pocock (1898). In that case the name 
Misumenops nepenthicola Page, 1928 will become a junior homonym of Misiimena 
nepenthicola Pocock, 1898, and Misumenops nepenthicola Bristowe, 1930 will become 
a junior synonym of Misiimena nepenthicola Pocock, 1898. 

6. It is proposed that the name Misiimena nepenthicola (currently Henriksenia 
nepenthicola) is attributed to Pocock (1898). 

7. The International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature is accordingly 
asked: 

(1) to use its plenary power to rule that the name nepenthicola, as published in the 
binomen Misiimena nepenthicola, is deemed to be available from Pocock, 1 898; 

(2) to place on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology the name 
nepenthicola Pocock, 1898, as published in the binomen Misiimena nepen- 
thicola, as defined by the lectotype housed in the Entomology Department of 
the Natural History Museum, London, and as ruled to be available in (1) 
above. 
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should be sent to the Executive Secretary, I.C.Z.N., do Natural History Museum, Cromwell 
Road, London SW7 5BD, U.K. (e-mail: iczn@nhm.ac.uk). 



